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While news-reels are beiog shown in Prague cinemas,
it is now forbidden to make-.any comment or to express
feelings in any way. Strict silerfce must- be preserved
by the audience. The reason for this order is that the
Czechs burst into ribald laughter whenever Hitler,
Mussolini or other Axis notables appear on the screen.
The Germans hope that the new regulations will prevent
Czech cinema audiences from showing their lack of
sympathy with their protectors.

The anti-Catholic activities of the Germans in Bohemia
and Moravia are becoming steadily more and more
drastic. The measures which they adopted in this respect
during the earlier period of the Protectorate were of a
comparatively mild' character. At the beginning of May
they prohibited the celebrations in honour of St John
of Nepomuk who is held in high esteem by all Czech
Catholics. This step was followed by a general prohibition
of all pilgrimages and out-of-door religious demonstra-
tions. The German authorities have now begun to take
action against the Catholic clergy, who are being arrested
in increasing numbers. In most cases these arrests are
the penalty for singing the Czech national hymn in church
after the celebration of Holy Mass. At Jihlava in Moravia
two Czech priests were actually arrested while in
church and taken to prison by agents of the Gestapo,
who 'dragged them from the midst of the weeping
congregation.

The German authorities in the Protectorate are bringing
increasing pressure to bear upon the Czech parents to
send their children .to German schools. At Prostejov in